Tomorrow's anticancer agents: inhibitors of Ras farnesylation.
The purpose of this chapter is to concentrate on what can be considered as definite milestones on the way from examples of inhibitors of farnesyl-protein transferase (FPTase) to candidate drugs actually being considered for or already being evaluated in clinical trials. Emphasis will be placed on results obtained using experimental tumour models in vivo, with a detailed discussion of these results and of the questions which remain to be studied or are still unanswered. The data discussed here are almost exclusively based on published reports, with only brief reference, in the chapter "use of the FPTase inhibitors in the clinic", to some of the newer compounds reported on during recent meetings, details of which have not yet appeared in the peer-reviewed literature. For those requiring a more extensive review of the catalogue of FPTase inhibitors now discovered, some excellent reviews have been committed to this purpose [1-3].